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DIPLOMALIC
RELATIONS
MAY CEASE

Expected That Pres. Wilson
Will Convey to Congress
Desire to Break Off All Ne-
gotiations With Germany

Washington, Feb. 23.-—Presldent
Wilson's appearance beforo congress
within the next few days Lo announce
& denire to break off diplomatie reln-
tlons with Germany was forecasted
today by high administration &u-
thoritles,

This action is certaln to result,
one official sald, If German Intima-
tions are correct that Forelgn Secre-
tary von Jagow's lnstructions to Am-
bassador von Bernstorff will be to
play for further delay In settlement
of the Lusitania case and for a long
discussion of technlcalities In the
matter of the German proclamation
of warfare sgalnst armed enemy
méerchant ships. )

The von Jagow Instructions are
expected to resch von Bernstorfl
within the next two days.

An authority, generally regarded
as reliable, declares that the presi-
dent intends to make his refusal to
temporize In the sltuation so em-
phatic that no doubt esn remain as
to his purpose to require closing of
the Lusitania incldent according to
his original demands.

Since Germany Is not expocted to
withdraw her armed merchantman
decroe, 1t was polnted out that the
only course left open to the prexi-
dent 18 to cut off diplomsatic rela-
tions.

This would mean handing Ambas-
sador von Bernstorff his passporis
and the consequent withdrawal of
Ambassador Gerard from Berlin,

It'is declared that President Wil-

son |s committed to a poliey of firm-
ness, hut does not degire Lo tnke the
step of breaking relations without
first prosenting the matter to con-
Rross,
i This Idea |s sald to explaln the
long conforence Monday night b=
twoon President Wilson, Senate
Leader Kern, Chalrman Stone of the
sonate forelgn committee, and Chalr-
man Flood of the house forelgn com-
mitteo,

Thoge persons have not discussed
the #ubject of thelr conference ex-
copt that one conferes (ndicated his

own personal apprehension thut cer
taln of the courses considered might
load to war.

The i1dea of breaking diplomatle
velations la sald to explain, too, why
Senntor Stone called oft his projected
speoch in defense of the adminlstra-
tlon forelgn polley,

SWIFTS WILL STOUK
ORRBGON CATTLE RANCH

Chleago, Fob, 28,—The Pendleton,
Ore,, ranch owned by the Louls F.
Swift Intorests will he stocked with
10,000 beet cattle, it was announced
today. A high standard of cattle
will bo maintainod and only the in-
crease In the herd will be sold an-
nunlly.

Tho Swift offices stated that the
Pendloton ranch Is the only one In
the west recently acquired by Swilt,
FOURTH ATTEMPT AT

SUICIDE SUCOESSFUL

Portland, Feb, 28.—The fourth
method by which Mra, Julla Rohalt,
20 years old, trled to commit suloide
yostorday proved successful, and ghe
18 dead today,

Apparently golng insane, she took
govoral bromide of mercury tablets
Then she drank carbolio acld. Bhe
slashed her wrists and throat with
a knife, and then hanged herself to

«a rafter In her bedroom,
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“LITTLE BOB” N
BURTON THROW

Madison, Wis., Feb, 23.-—Seustor
LaFollette will leave for Washing-
ton tonight after having formally an-
nounced his candidacy for the presl-
dency.

He refuned to discuss his campalgn
plans, but lmportant legislation now
pending In congress probably will
make it impossible for him to do any

‘éampalgning  In Wisconsin  until
spring,
| LaFolletie's candidacy was an-

nounced at a dinner given In his
honor iast night,

Columbus, 0., Feb, 28.—Former
Senator Theodore B, Burton today
announced his candidacy for the re-
publican noemination for president.
A Clneinnatli man, with Burton's con-
sont, flled with the secretary of state
an announcement that he Is o can-
didate for delogate to the national
convention as a Hurton supporter.

BATILE IS RAGIG

Parils, Feb. 23.—Qerman [forocos
are staging a strong offensive around
Verdun, it was officially admitted to-
day, Many regiments of infantry are
attacking along a 106-mile front.
This Is the sector commanded by the
German crown prince.

HATS IN HING

o ——-

HURL FRENCH
LINES BAGK
AT VERDUN

German Troops, Under the
Leadership of the Crown
Prince, Gain Important Vic-
tory Over Allies in West

(By United Press Leased Wire.)

London, Feb, 23.—The German
orown prince, dealing the greatest
smash on the western front since
breaking the English Ypres lines last
May, has taken nearly six and one
half miles of French trenches near
Verdun, the Berlin war office claim-
ed today.
« This extensive offensive was aimed
against the outer defenses of the Im-
portant fortifications of the town of
Verdun in the nelghborhood of Con-
genvoye and Azannes, about 10 miles

——
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ed thelr enormous gain of ground,
but they announced they had taken
3,000 prisoners and much booty.
Following up this repuled victory,
they claimed that In another offen-
sive move they had captured 700
yards of French trenches east of
Heldelwelle rin Alsace and 80 pris-

The German attack on this stra- 0™

tegle point in the south is apparently

being pushed without heed to loss

of life, for German prisoners declare

that whole CGerman baltalions have

been annihilated.

French evacuation of the Haumont
forest was admitted, but the com-
munique clalmed reoccupation of the
Caures wood, which was evacuated
yesterday.

Flerce attacks continue, too, in
the Bols<Givenchy region near
Souchez, and the French have suc-
ceeded In  recapturing  several
trenchoes,

The onslaught of the German
crown prince's men in the Verdun
roglon followed artillery preparation
which began Sunday. The French
replied to the Teuton efforts, and
brought up reserves to combat them,

Through partloularly vicious at-
tacks, the Germans sucoeeded in oc-
weupying the Haumont woods, and
they broke the French sallent north
of Beanmont and 10 miles northeast
of Verdun.

The general offenaive, bhegun last
night, was designed to throw back
the whole French line on the Verdun
front, positions the Teutons long
have envied. A tremendous fire tore
down thelr ranks and inflicted large
lossen, -

SHORTAGE OF CARS IN
| THE PACIFIO NORTHWEST
| ———

Portland, Peb, 43.—Boecause of the
acinte shortage of cars, all movements
of grain in the Paclfic northwest
have coased. Purchasers of grain
declare they will cease operations en-
tirely until they are assured of trans-
portation faclilities,

STANDARD OIL TO
CUT BIG MELON

San  Francisco, Feb,

day to disteibute a 50 per cont stock
dividend st s rogular stockholders'
meeting M

“melon"” rat

In §25,000,000™ 5 0

gasoline prices ascending to luxuri-
ous helghts, the Standard Ol com-
pany of California s preparing to- clently strong to control the Pacifie,

(16, The 50 per cent
on the present quotas
tions moeans distribution of more
than $93,000,000, though as author«
lzed by the .atatg gorporation com-
missioner at Sacramento the dividend

How terrible was the German drive
was evidenced from the Paris ad-
mission that there had been a great
offensive around Verdun, and that
the Germans had been killed off by
ibattalions. Paris claimed that while
the Haumont wood had been evacu-
ated, the French had regained the
Caures wood, from which they had
been evicted yesterday. Breaking of
the French ealient north of Beau-
mont and 10 miles northeast of Ver-
dun was admitted. Recapture of
some trenches around Souchez was
claimed by Parls,

No attack of similar strength has
been delivered on either side in the
western combat for months, except-
Ing the French offensive In the
Champagne in September,

miles from Verdun on the east bank
of the Meuse, with the crown prince
aiming to force his army southward
In the hope of conquering all the
outer defenses of Verdun and then
bringing up his 42 centimeter guns
to level the forts.

Such a move would, glve the Ger-
}nmnn A groat advantage In the south,
as the French have threatened thelir
communications by retaining the
Verdun stronghold.

The battle Is still raglug about 10 |

TURKS FLEE
BEFORE THE
RUSSIAN

Ottoman Empire Troops Are
Removing Valuables From
Trebizond, and Fall of the

Latter City Is Expected

(By United Press Leased Wire.)

Petrograd, Feb. 23, —On their
march to Trebisond, Russian van-
guards have reached a polnt within
a few miles of Rizeh. This town I8
only 36 miles east of Treblzond, and

the fall of the latter is mot far dis-
tant, according to Tiflis dispatches
today.

Armenlans, fleeing from the Chris-
tisn guarter of Trebizond woutside
the walls of the city, arrived at the
Russlan lines and reported that the
Turks are removing the valuables
from the city, evidently with no In-
tention of making serious resistance
to the Slav onslaught.

““We are continuing the pursuit of
the remnants of the Turkish forces,”
sald the war office today.

Announcement of freah successes
in the Onucasus with demonstrations
in the dumsa, preceded publication of

the Russians had won skirmishes od
nearly every seotor from the Baltic
to Roumania.

« This statement told of violent ar-
tillery firing over the Dvina sector
and of numerous enemy aeroplanes
throwing bombs in the Riga region.
One hundred and fifty occupants of
8 German trench In the Dvinsk sec-
tor west of Lake Svenien were anni-
hilated in a reconnaissance attack,
while in the Smorgen district the
Slavs occupled some enemy trenches.
| Mine blasts in the Buczacz region of
Calicla wrecked Teuton positions for
a considerable distance.

SEEK PAROLE FOR 14
CONVICTED DYNAMITERS

| — —

(By United Presg Leased Wire.)

Washington, Feb. 23.—Suggesting
a parole for the 14 {ironworkers'
unlon officials convicted at Indiana-
polis of dynamiting, Senators Kern,
Ransdell, Husting, Lewis and Clapp
‘and Congressman Nolan today show-
ed President Wilson that the men
‘had stayed In Leavenworth beyond
,the time in which a parole could be
granted. The president eald he
would take up the matter with the
Justice department.

CLOSING OF PANANA CANAL LENES

Washington, Feb. £8.—The help-
lessness of the Pacifle const, due to
inablilty of a flest to pass through
the slide-blocked Panama canal, was
disclosed to the house nuval com-
mittee (odey Dby Congressman Ste-
phens.

He charged that the navy diserime-
jnated wpainst the west coast, leav-
ing only an obsolete battleship, a
dosen crulsers of the third class and
n fow submarines to guard It against
possible danger.

Creation of a second feet, suM-

was counselled by Admiral Badger
of the general navy board.

1 favor another floot large enough
to dominate the Paclfic, and superior
to the fleet of any possible oppon-
ent," he sald, “We must have two
fleets to adequately defend both

general board to keep the fleet in the

he By PO

WEST COST I HELPLES CORTI

Atlantle, so that its whole strength
would be Intact.”

As for the Panama canal situation,
he declared:

“We had supposed that the canal
wbuld make It easier for the fleet to
reach the Pacifie ocean, dbut it has
not done so yet."

Congressman  Britton |Interposed
with the question, "“"Was the general
bonrd advised a vear ago of strained
relations with Japan so It could
properly place the fleet?"

“T do not know, as 1 was nol a
member then,'” replled the admiral.

If another fleet wore to be con-
structed, Badger sald that It would
make necossary creation of more fa-
ollities for bullding and repair than
now exist,

In this connection, he declared
(that the Mare Island yard could not

tide,
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CHINESE. GUNMAN
KILLS YIN LUCK
IN THE TONG WAR

Portland, Feb, 23.—A Chinese
gunman shot and killed Yin Luek,
20 years old, at 3 o'clock this morn-
ing, when Yin came out of a restaur-
ant in the heart of the Chinese dls-
trict to sweep tho sidewalk.

A taxieab driver gave chsse to the
highbinder who did the shooting and
drove him into the arms of a police-
man three blocks away. He gave
his name as Ah Low, sald he was 44
years old, and desired to speak to
his attorney. He spoke exoellent
English and was well dressed.

The shooting of Yin Luck Is the
third disastrous clash between tong

deadly work. Supposing
war fully ten bloek_l away, T
a janitor, boldly went on
sidewalk after sweeping ou
taurant. The highbinder was
in a dark doorway. He fired once
and Yin Luck dropped. Placing the
muszzle of his revolver at the pros-
trate man’s head, the tong man again
pulled the trigger. Then he fled,
pursued by a taxicab driver.

This happened while negotiations
were in progrees for peace. Tong-
men asserted yesterday that a truce

SEE
Bii
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Baty, and donbled his foree of plain
clothes men in Chinatown.

The killing of Yin Luck happen-
ed after two preliminary peace meet-
Ings had been held with District At-
torney Evans presiding. The only
trouble with the peace meetings yes-
terday afternoon and last night was
that they were held in Hop Sing
quarters and the enemies of the Hop
Sings would not come.

The “Chinese Fords" from San
Francisco were expected in Port-
land today and may be able to ar-
range a permanent peace. But the
shooting of Yin Luck and the mur-
der of another Chinese in Roseburg
yesterday makes peace seem far
away.

DIRATE CARY RONS
00NN AUTO PARTY

(By United Press Leased Wire.)

Los Angeles, Feb. 23.—Banditry
here took on & new turn bafore noon
today when highwaymen in a rear
“pirate car” appeared on Los Feliz
road, pursued the machine of At.
torney O. L. Anderson, spattering It
with bullets, robbed the lawyer and
his wife and dashed away after
smashing his auto so he conld not use
it to spread the alarm.

Anderson walked to Glendale and
notifled the sherifi's office. Whlile a
posse was getting ready to go to
the scene, another telephone call
ieame from Huntington Park, on the
Icottwr- gide of town. The “pirate car"
gang had just appeared there, given
lchase to another machine, robbed its
|oceupunts and vanished. According
(to the story told by Anderson, the
'bandits are reckless and desperate,
| When he first heard them behind him
he orowded on all speed, ‘whereupon
three or four of the thugs opened
fire. Thelr auto overhanled his with
ease, He described it aa a powerful,
black car, carrying no lights and no
numbers.

ALLIES CAN WIN GROUND
IN GERMAN AFRICA

Ay United Press Leased Wire)

London, Feb, 28,—The allles have
oonquered 730,000 square miles of
German Africa since the war started,

consts, It has been the polloy of the take care of the bigmest ships at high laccording to announcement in the

“house of commons today.

" N _ ... j. "r'lll' p—

e

IROWNS IN
ROGUE AT
ANEDK

:
:
:

undertaken today. .

Evidence thus far gathered polint-
ed to a disregard of signals. Final
figures showed nine dead.

GERARD ON THE JOB WITH
BROKEN COLLARBONE

Berlin, Feb, 23.—American Am-
bassador Cerard appeared at the em-
bassy today after having his collar-
bone re-set at the hospital, following
'an accident at Munich. He probably
will be unable to be mctively at his
desk for the next six weeks, but will
supervise affairs of the embassy.

ISOUTH STATES
TERNS (F PEACE

(By United Press Lessed Wire.)

London, Feb. 28.—Not only must
Belgium be restored completely, but
Serbla must recover more territory
than she has lost, and Prussian mili-
tariam must be completely destroyed
before England consents to peace,
Premier Asquith declared 1in the
house of commons today.

In answerlng the query of Philip
Snowden as ‘to England's peace
terms, Asquith repeated the famous
lGnildlnll pledge of November, 1814,
for the restoration of Belglum and
the removal of the menace of mill-
tarlsm, but made this important ad«
dition:

“Serbla must also recover more
than she has lost and the military
domination of Prusala must be fin-
ally destroyed." ]

This statement, Interpreted as
meaning that the Serbians will get
'th- Balkan territory whioh they olaim’
jas theirs, was greeted by oheers,




